
AUTHOR VISIT INFORMATION PACK
Brenton Cullen - Children’s Author

Inspiring readers, writers & storytellers with stories from the heart. 

www.brentoncullen.com   

E: brentoncullen71@gmail.com   IG: @brenton_cullen 



WELCOME 

Thank you for considering having me visit your school or library.

As a children's author, I love sharing the journey from first idea to finished book. My 
presentations encourage students to see themselves as readers, writers and 
storytellers; to never give up on their dreams; and offers a behind-the-scenes look at 
how books are created. Students can leave with a greater understanding of the 
writing process, practical creative writing tips and, hopefully, excitement about 
creating their own stories.

I am also able to speak with adults on the writing/publishing process. 

"Every story starts with a single idea. My goal is to help students discover that 
their ideas matter."

ABOUT ME

Brenton Cullen is a Queensland writer, bookseller and passionate advocate for 
children's literature. He writes stories from the heart for young readers, with a 
particular love for picture books and middle-grade fiction.

Brenton wrote his first book, The Dingo with No Teeth, at the age of six, collecting 
wool, bark and leaves to create the illustrations. Inspired by a love of books and 
storytelling, he has dreamed of becoming an author ever since.

As a child, Brenton was constantly writing stories and submitting manuscripts to 
publishers. Today, he enjoys sharing his love of reading, writing and creativity, 
encouraging people to discover the power of stories and the value of their own ideas.

Brenton has written articles, interviewed authors and reviewed children's books for 
Good Reading, CBCA Reading Time, Magpies and Books + Publishing.

He is the recipient of the 2023 May Gibbs Children's Literature Trust Ian Wilson 
Memorial Fellowship and winner of the 2024 Just Write for Kids Pitch It! Competition 
(Middle-Grade).

He lives between the bush and the beach with his partner, a quartet of fish named 
The Supremes, five terrariums, eight house plants and an ever-growing picture book 
collection.

When not writing, Brenton enjoys walking, going to arthouse cinemas, watching 
sitcoms and losing track of time in second-hand bookshops.



SESSION OPTIONS

Talks/Presentations: (NB: Each talk includes time for a Q&A) 

My Author Journey (60 min - for Grades 3-6)

Join children's author Brenton Cullen as he shares his journey from a young reader 
and writer to a published author. Students will discover where story ideas come from, 
how books are planned and written, what the publishing process is really like, and 
why perseverance is one of a writer's most important skills. This presentation 
encourages creativity, storytelling and the importance of following your dreams. 

The Prime Minister Problem: Behind the Story (60 min - for Grades 4-6) 

Discover the true-life inspiration behind The Prime Minister Problem and the special 
role grandparents and older community members can play in our lives. Brenton 
shares how real experiences shaped the novel, explores themes of friendship, 
loneliness, community and connection, and encourages students to think about the 
positive difference they can make in the lives of others. This presentation highlights 
the power of empathy and young people creating change in their communities.

Workshops: (NB: Suitable for small groups of 4-15 students) 

Writing Quiet Stories (45-60 minutes - suitable for Grades 4-6)

Quiet kids can be heroes too! This workshop explores how writers can create 
powerful stories about friendship, family, grandparents, animals and nature, with shy, 
thoughtful and sensitive characters at their heart. Students will develop ideas and 
writing techniques for crafting stories that celebrate kindness, courage and 
connection.

Searching for Ideas (45-60 minutes - suitable for Grades 4-6)

What sparks an idea? Can inspiration be found in everyday life? And once you have 
an idea, how do you turn it into a story? This workshop explores how writers find 
inspiration and uncover story ideas in unexpected places.

Students will:

✓ Learn where story ideas come from                       ✓ Discover how books are created

✓ Hear about the writing and publishing process     ✓ Be encouraged to read and write



Helping Students Get 
the Most From the Visit

Teachers getting students excited and prepared for an author’s visit well 
ahead of time is the number one key indicator of a successful visit. To 
help students get the most from the visit, consider these tips:

BEFORE THE VISIT:

Reading The Prime Minister Problem or an excerpt (as a class or whole school)
Preparing questions about the book, about Brenton, or stories/writing in general
Discussing your own favourite books and characters 
Thinking about where story ideas come from
Explore Brenton’s website and learn about his life and his work. 
Utilise the free Teaching Notes and Activities from Brenton’s website
Show students: Author photo, Book cover/s, Short biography.

AFTER THE VISIT

Keep the inspiration going after the visit. Incorporate these ideas into class activities: 

Writing Prompt: 

What would you do if you became Prime Minister for one day?

Character Challenge:

Create a character facing a problem nobody else knows about.

Story Starter: 

One morning, I looked out the window and there I saw ...

Reflection Questions

What surprised you about the writing process?
What did you learn about being an author?
What facts did you learn about Brenton’s life?
How can you help someone who might feel lonely?
What are some fun activities you can do with your grandparents?
How can your class safely plan an Adopt a Grandparent program? 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1.  How much does an author visit cost?

a) To ensure authors are paid fairly for their time and preparation and travel 
expenses, I adhere to the school visit/public appearance rates as stipulated by 
the Australian Society of Authors. The rates and more information can be found 
here. 

2.  My school or library does not have a large budget. Can an arrangement be 
made?

a) I absolutely appreciate that schools and libraries have differing budgets. 
Please contact me directly. I never want kids to miss out on the experience of 
meeting an author, so I will be happy to discuss  an arrangement. 

3.  How can my school or library order copies of Brenton’s book?

a) Brenton’s novel The Prime Minister Problem is available at all bookstores and 
online retailers. Copies may be purchased in bulk directly from the publisher, 
Riveted Press. Contact them here.

4.  How do I make payment for the author visit?

a) I will contact the school/library in advance and send an invoice. 

Payment is required on the day of the visit. 

5.  Do I need to provide anything for the author visit?

a) It is best if the presentation takes place in the school library, a classroom or 
other enclosed space. 

EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

NB: Please ensure the following required equipment is available for my visit: 

Projector/screen and a laptop/computer for me to plug in my USB to display 
my PowerPoint presentation
Microphone (hand-held preferred) 
Small table and chair
Whiteboard and markers/eraser
A tech-savvy person on hand in case! 

https://www.asauthors.org.au/rates-of-pay/
https://rivetedpress.com.au/contact


Contact & Bookings

Email: brentoncullen71@gmail.com 

Website: www.brentoncullen.com 

Facebook: Brenton Cullen - Children’s Author

Instagram: @brenton_cullen 


